Roger Ames

Roger Ames was born in Cooperstown, New York, the son of a self-taught church organist and first grade teacher.  It was his free pass to play the organ as a teenager that enamored him to composition, and undoubtedly his mother’s 42 years as a teacher that helped define his passionate love for creating music as well as teaching and conducting it.

Roger taught Chris Major ‘song writing’ at a very early age, and somehow Chris managed to remember that experience long enough to make a connection nearly 30 years later – hence here they are, working, writing and teaching together for Pantomonium’s various activities.

As an opera and music-theatre composer, Ames has been commissioned by the Utah Opera, Central City Opera in Denver, Lake George Opera, William Morris Agency, and others.  He has written more than 20 large works for the stage.  His WIFE OF MARTIN GUERRE was premiered by the Hartford Stage and directed by Mark Lamos.  His love of theatre has also inspired his teaching -  he currently team teaches a course called STAGES, which culminates in an original full length music theatre piece conceived, written and composed by his high school students. 

Ames is a principle author of MUSIC! WORDS! OPERA!  Commissioned by Opera America, this textbook series guides teachers at all levels of instruction in the focused study of opera and music theatre, using the medium as a gateway to interdisciplinary teaching.  Two dozen urban school districts throughout the U.S. have been involved with this program, and several hundred operas have been written by children who have learned to love opera by creating it themselves.  Ames spends much of his summers traveling the U.S. and working with teachers to help them develop and expand this curriculum in the schools, and uses these techniques working with young people in NYC to develop ‘new’ music for the Pantomonium productions.

He has written music for radio, film, and extensively for the concert hall.  He has had his folk song arrangements recorded by Thomas Hampson, baritone, and has numerous choral compositions published by GIA Music, Chicago.  Currently, Roger is developing a musical based on the novel HOW GREEN WAS MY VALLEY, with his wife and lyricist Elizabeth Bassine, who has also written extensively for Pantomonium.  They reside in The Springs, East Hampton, NY, and love walking their dogs, canoeing in Gardner’s Bay and shell fishing for their big family dinners. 
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